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I am writing on behalf of the Independent Petroleum Association of America ("IPAA") in light of 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's ("EPA") June 6, 2016 request for clarification regarding 
IPAA's May 25, 2016 Freedom of Information Act ("FOIA") request to EPA Region 8. EPA requested that 
IPAA clarify its May 25 request so as to provide more specification as to the records it is seeking. 
Although IPAA contends that its FOIA request as originally drafted provided sufficient specificity for EPA 
to identify and locate responsive records,1 IPAA submits this revised FOIA request in response to EPA's 
concerns. 

Pursuant to FOIA, 5 U.S.C. § 552, EPA FOIA implementing regulations, 40 C.F.R. Part 2, and any 
other applicable federal statutes, rules and regulations, IPAA requests the following records from EPA 
Region 8 to the extent the requested records are not currently publicly available: 

1. All communications (including emails, letters or other correspondence, and any attachments
thereto) and any other records shared between or among any current or former personnel
of the EPA Region 8 Office of Ecosystem Protection, EPA Region 8 Office of Regional
Counsel, or the EPA Region 8 Underground Injection Control Program, with responsibilities
related to the investigation of groundwater quality in Pavillion Field, Wyoming, including
those individuals listed in Attachment A, and any of the following individuals or

1 A FOIA request need only "reasonably describe" the documents in question. 5 U.S.C. §§ 552(a)(3)(A). A 
description is sufficient "if it enable[s] a professional employee of the agency who was familiar with the subject 
area of the request to locate the record with a reasonable amount of effort." National Sec. Counselors v. C.I.A.,

898 F. Supp. 2d 233, 276-77 (D.C. Cir. 2012) (quoting H.R. Rep. No. 93-876, at 5-6, 1974 U.S.C.C.A.N. 6267, 6271). 
The specificity requirement "is not to be used as method of withholding records." Bristol-Myers Co. v. F. T.C., 424 
F.2d 935, 938 (D.C. Cir. 1970) (internal citation omitted); see also, S. Rep. No. 93-854, at 10 (1974) ("[T]he
identification standard in the FOIA should not be used to obstruct public access to agency records" the statute
"makes explicit the liberal standard for identification that Congress intended."). Moreover, the statute contains no
requirement that the requester furnish email addresses or other specialized search terms for the agency, or that
the documents requested even be locatable using electronic searches. On the contrary, an agency "may not hide
behind the limitations of its own records systems in refusing to process FOIA requests." Nat'/ Sec. Counselors, 898
F. Supp. 2d at 276-77.



organizations, between January 2012 and the present, related to the data, analysis, 
conclusions or publication of any of the documents listed in Attachment B: 

(a) Joe or Hope Dennis; John or Katherine Fenton; Marvin or Evelyn Griffin; Jeff or
Rhonda Locker; Louis or Donna Meeks, Zoe Ann Randall;

(b) The Vincent Law Office in Riverton, Wyoming or the Metier Law Firm, LLC in
Fort Collins, Colorado;

(c) Weston Engineering, Inc. in Wyoming;

(d) Dominic C. DiGiulio;

(e) Robert B. Jackson;

(f) Anthony Ingraffea;

(g) Jennifer McIntosh;

(h) Stephen Osborn;

(i) Avner Vengosh;

(j) Powder River Basin Resource Council;

(k) Natural Resources Defense Council; or

(I) the U.S. Geological Survey.

2. All internal communications (including emails, letters, or other correspondence, and any
attachments thereto) and any other records shared internally between or among any
current or former personnel of the EPA Region 8 Office of Ecosystem Protection, EPA Region
8 Office of Regional Counsel, or EPA Region 8 Underground Injection Control Program, with
responsibilities related to the investigation of groundwater quality in Pavillion Field,
Wyoming, including the individuals listed in Attachment A, between January 2012, and the
present, related to the data, analysis, conclusions or publication of any of the documents
listed in Attachment B.

3. All communications (including emails, letters or other correspondence, and any attachments
thereto) and any other records shared between or among any current or former personnel
of the EPA Region 8 Office of Ecosystem Protection, EPA Region 8 Office of Regional
Counsel, or EPA Region 8 Underground Injection Control Program, with responsibilities
related to the investigation of groundwater quality in Pavillion Field, Wyoming, including the
individuals listed in Attachment A, and the Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality
between July 2013 and the present, related to the data, analysis, conclusions or publication
of DEQ's 2015 Draft Report, as more specifically described in Attachment B.

IPAA files this FOIA request as a non-profit organization and requests a waiver of fees 
under 5 U.S.C. Section 552(a)(4)(A)(iii). In reference to this request, IPAA provides the following 
information addressing the points listed in the Department of Justice's FOIA Guide, 2002 
Edition: Fees and Fee Waivers: 

• IPAA represents thousands of independent oil and natural gas producers and service
companies across the United States. IPAA's primary mission is to ensure "a strong,
viable domestic oil and natural gas industry, recognizing that an adequate and secure
supply of energy is essential to the national economy." See www.ipaa.org/about. It












